
How to Play the Erhu: A Guide to the Chinese
Violin
The erhu is a beautiful and versatile instrument that has been used in
Chinese music for centuries. It is a two-stringed fiddle with a distinctive
sound that is often described as being both haunting and beautiful.
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If you are interested in learning to play the erhu, this guide will teach you
everything you need to know to get started. We will cover everything from
choosing the right instrument to learning basic techniques.

Choosing the Right Erhu

The first step to learning to play the erhu is to choose the right instrument.
There are many different types of erhus available, so it is important to do
some research to find one that is right for you.
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Some of the factors to consider when choosing an erhu include:

Size: Erhus come in a variety of sizes, so it is important to choose one
that is comfortable for you to play. The most common size for
beginners is the 24-inch erhu.

Material: Erhus are typically made from wood, but they can also be
made from other materials such as bamboo or metal. The type of
material used will affect the sound of the instrument.

Price: Erhus can range in price from a few hundred dollars to several
thousand dollars. It is important to set a budget before you start
shopping so that you can find an instrument that fits your needs and
budget.

Learning Basic Techniques

Once you have chosen an erhu, it is time to start learning how to play. The
first step is to learn how to hold the instrument correctly. The erhu is held
vertically, with the left hand on the neck and the right hand on the bow.

The next step is to learn how to produce sound. To do this, you will need to
pluck the strings with your right hand and bow them with your left hand.
The sound of the erhu is produced by the vibration of the strings, which is
amplified by the body of the instrument.

Once you have mastered the basics, you can start to learn more advanced
techniques such as vibrato, harmonics, and slides. These techniques will
allow you to add expression and depth to your playing.

Playing the Erhu in an Ensemble



The erhu is often used in Chinese folk music, but it can also be played in
other genres such as classical music and jazz. If you are interested in
playing the erhu in an ensemble, it is important to learn how to play with
others.

The erhu is a very versatile instrument that can be used to play a wide
variety of music. With a little practice, you can learn to play the erhu and
enjoy its beautiful and haunting sound.

If you are interested in learning to play the erhu, this guide has given you
everything you need to get started. With a little practice, you can master the
basics of the instrument and start playing your favorite Chinese folk songs.
So what are you waiting for? Pick up an erhu today and start your musical
journey!
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