
Nationalism, Chauvinism, and Racism in
European Musical Thought
Music is a powerful form of expression that can evoke a wide range of
emotions, from joy and love to sadness and anger. It can also be used to
express political and social ideas, and to promote or challenge certain
ideologies.
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In Europe, the rise of nationalism in the 19th century led to a renewed
interest in folk music and other forms of traditional music. This was often
seen as a way to connect with the past and to promote a sense of national
identity.

However, this interest in folk music was often accompanied by a sense of
chauvinism and racism. Many European composers and musicians
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believed that their own music was superior to the music of other cultures.
This led to a number of racist and xenophobic attitudes towards music,
which were often reflected in the way that it was performed and taught.

For example, the German composer Richard Wagner was a strong
advocate for the superiority of German music. He believed that German
music was the most expressive and powerful music in the world, and that it
was destined to dominate the music of other cultures.

Wagner's racist and chauvinistic views were not unique among European
composers of the 19th century. Many other composers, such as Antonín
Dvořák, Edvard Grieg, and Jean Sibelius, also expressed similar views.
This led to a climate of musical nationalism that was often hostile to the
music of other cultures.

The rise of fascism in Europe in the 20th century further intensified the
trend towards musical nationalism and chauvinism. Fascist regimes often
used music to promote their own ideologies and to demonize other
cultures. This led to a further decline in the popularity of non-Western music
and to a renewed emphasis on the superiority of Western classical music.

In the aftermath of World War II, there was a growing backlash against the
racism and chauvinism that had been so prevalent in European musical
thought. Many composers and musicians began to challenge the idea that
European music was superior to the music of other cultures. They also
began to explore new ways of combining different musical traditions.

Today, there is a greater appreciation for the diversity of musical cultures
around the world. However, the legacy of nationalism, chauvinism, and
racism in European musical thought continues to shape the way that music



is performed and taught. It is important to be aware of this history and to
challenge the racist and xenophobic attitudes that are still present in the
music world today.

How to Challenge Nationalism, Chauvinism, and Racism in Music

There are a number of things that can be done to challenge nationalism,
chauvinism, and racism in music. Here are a few ideas:

Educate yourself about the history of racism and chauvinism in
music. This will help you to understand the roots of these attitudes
and to see how they have shaped the way that music is performed and
taught.

Be critical of your own musical tastes and assumptions. Are you
more likely to listen to music from your own culture than from other
cultures? Do you believe that your own music is superior to the music
of other cultures? Challenge these assumptions and open yourself up
to new musical experiences.

Support musicians and composers from diverse backgrounds.
Attend concerts, buy their albums, and promote their work. This will
help to create a more inclusive and diverse musical landscape.

Speak out against racism and chauvinism in music. If you hear
someone making racist or chauvinistic comments about music, don't
be afraid to speak up. Let them know that their attitudes are
unacceptable and that they have no place in the music world.

By taking these steps, you can help to create a more just and equitable
musical world.



Nationalism, chauvinism, and racism have had a profound impact on
European musical thought and practice. These attitudes have led to the
devaluation of non-Western music and to a narrow and exclusive view of
what constitutes "good" music.

It is important to challenge these attitudes and to create a more inclusive
and diverse musical world. By educating ourselves about the history of
racism and chauvinism in music, being critical of our own musical tastes
and assumptions, supporting musicians and composers from diverse
backgrounds, and speaking out against racism and chauvinism, we can
help to create a more just and equitable musical world for all.
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