The Irish Dulcimer: A Conversation with
George Hutton

Prologue: A Journey into the Realm of Melodious Strings

In the heart of the verdant Irish countryside, where rolling hills dance
beneath an azure sky, a musical enchantment awaits. It is here that the
dulcimer, an ancient stringed instrument steeped in Celtic lore, weaves its
mesmerizing melodies. Join us as we embark on a captivating conversation
with George Hutton, a renowned Irish dulcimer maker and musician, who
shares his profound knowledge and unwavering passion for this timeless
instrument.
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Chapter 1: The Dulcimer's Enchanting Roots
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The dulcimer's origins trace back to the dawn of civilization, with similar

instruments adorning the courts of ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome.
Hutton explains, "The dulcimer is believed to have been introduced to
Ireland by Spanish missionaries in the early Middle Ages. It quickly gained
popularity as a versatile instrument for both solo performances and
accompanying songs and dances."

Chapter 2: A Symphony of Strings
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The Irish dulcimer, also known as the "hammered dulcimer" or "box
dulcimer," is characterized by its trapezoidal shape and intricate
arrangement of strings. Hutton meticulously describes its construction: "The
dulcimer's soundboard is crafted from resonant woods like Sitka spruce or
mahogany. Steel strings, stretched over a series of bridges, produce a rich,
ethereal sound when struck with small hammers held in each hand."
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Chapter 3: A Maestro's Touch

As a renowned dulcimer musician, Hutton's performances are a testament
to his mastery of the instrument. He explains, "Playing the dulcimer is an
intimate and expressive experience. The hammers allow for a wide range
of articulation and dynamics, creating a kaleidoscope of musical colors."

Chapter 4: The Magic of the Dulcimer's Sound
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Hutton's dulcimers are not mere instruments; they are works of art,
handcrafted with meticulous attention to detail. He shares, "My dulcimers
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are inspired by traditional designs, but | incorporate my own innovations to
enhance their tone and playability. Each instrument has its unique voice,
capable of captivating listeners with its enchanting melodies."

Chapter 5: Heritage and Innovation
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Hutton's passion extends beyond crafting exceptional dulcimers. He is also
dedicated to preserving and promoting the Irish dulcimer's heritage. He
says, "l organize workshops and teach classes to inspire future generations
of dulcimer makers and musicians. It's crucial to safeguard this cultural
treasure for years to come."

Chapter 6: The Dulcimer's Timeless Appeal
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Today, the Irish dulcimer continues to captivate audiences worldwide, its

enchanting sound evoking a sense of nostalgia and wonder. Hutton
believes, "The dulcimer's timeless appeal lies in its versatility. It can be
used to play a vast repertoire, from traditional Irish tunes to classical pieces
and even contemporary compositions."

Epilogue: A Legacy of Enchantment

As our conversation draws to a close, Hutton reflects on the enduring
legacy of the Irish dulcimer. He says, "This instrument has the power to
transport listeners to a realm of enchantment. Through its melodious
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strings, it tells stories of our past, celebrates our present, and inspires our
future musical endeavors."

George Hutton's unwavering passion for the Irish dulcimer is a testament to
the instrument's captivating nature. As we delve into the rich tapestry of its
history, marvel at its mesmerizing sound, and witness the dedication of
those who keep its legacy alive, we are reminded of the enduring power of
music to enchant and inspire.
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