
The Political Constitution: Justice Antonin
Scalia's Case Against Judicial Supremacy
In his book The Political Constitution, the late Justice Antonin Scalia argues
that the Constitution is not a living document that can be interpreted by
judges to mean whatever they want. Rather, he argues, the Constitution is
a fixed text that must be interpreted according to its original meaning.

Scalia's argument is based on the idea that the Constitution is a contract
between the people and the government. As such, he argues, it must be
interpreted according to the original intent of the people who wrote it.
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Scalia's argument has been controversial, but it has also been influential. In
recent years, the Supreme Court has increasingly adopted Scalia's
originalist approach to constitutional interpretation.

The Originalist Approach to Constitutional Interpretation
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Originalism is a theory of constitutional interpretation that holds that the
Constitution should be interpreted according to its original meaning.
Originalists argue that the Constitution is a fixed text that should not be
changed or updated by judges.

Originalists believe that the best way to determine the original meaning of
the Constitution is to look at the text of the document itself, as well as the
historical context in which it was written. They also argue that the intent of
the people who wrote the Constitution should be considered.

Scalia was a leading proponent of originalism. He argued that the
Constitution is a contract between the people and the government, and that
it must be interpreted according to the original intent of the people who
wrote it.

Scalia's originalist approach to constitutional interpretation has been
controversial. Critics argue that it is too rigid and that it ignores the fact that
the Constitution is a living document that must be interpreted in light of
changing circumstances.

However, Scalia's originalist approach has also been influential. In recent
years, the Supreme Court has increasingly adopted Scalia's originalist
approach to constitutional interpretation.

The Case Against Judicial Supremacy

In The Political Constitution, Scalia argues that judicial supremacy is a
threat to the rule of law. He argues that judges are not elected by the
people and that they are not accountable to the people. As such, he



argues, they should not have the power to strike down laws that they
believe are unconstitutional.

Scalia's argument against judicial supremacy is based on the idea that the
Constitution is a contract between the people and the government. He
argues that the people are the ultimate interpreters of the Constitution, and
that judges should not have the power to override the will of the people.

Scalia's argument against judicial supremacy has been influential. In recent
years, there has been a growing movement to limit the power of the
judiciary.

The Political Constitution is a powerful and provocative book that
challenges the conventional wisdom about the Constitution. Scalia's
originalist approach to constitutional interpretation and his case against
judicial supremacy are both controversial, but they are also thought-
provoking.

Whether you agree with Scalia's arguments or not, The Political
Constitution is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the Constitution
and its role in American society.
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